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AMOS iv. 12. 


Prepare to meet thy G O H. 


OW alarming muſt this ſolemn no- 
tice be to every ſoul that has ears 

to hear it! Be men involved in 

what imaginary ſecurity they may, be the 
enſnaring diverſions and amuſements they 
have contrived never ſo numerous on the 
hack of each other, in order to keep off 
al ſerious reflection upon the ſeveral ends 
of their being under the goſpel, and upon 
their manifold deviation from them, this awful 
proclamation of the Almighty SPIRIT to 
the ſubject creature, Prepare to meet thy 
GOD, muſt make even Fehx's tremble un- 
fer all their diſguiſe of affected eaſe. Man, 
thou art, but one of the nations, who, 
when collectively conſidered, are only as a 
F B drop 


vert him from an enquiry into what he 5 


( 2 ) 
drop of the bucket ; nay, only as the duft of 
the balance before bim; and therefore, as an 
individual, inconceivably inconſiderable, pre- 
fare to meet thy GOD : to meet him whoſe 
throne (only) is heaven, and earth (but) his 
footftool—to meet him before whom the 
foundations of the round world ſtand diſco. A 
vered---- before whom all things are naked, 
every of the ſecret purpoſes that has entered 
into or no poſſeſſes thy heart; every word 
that has dropped from or now fits upon 
thy tongue, and every of thy actions in cn 
public or private. For a conviction that a 


time will come which men cannot laugh off, 1 
which all their riches and all their fancied 
fences cannot avert, when man, poor help- 
leſs man muſt appear in judgment before I . 
the tribunal of the omniſcient LORD, is N 


enough to awaken every one that is not paſt 
all feeling unto a ſerious review of himſelf, if 
and to diſreliſ every thing that would di- 


ſhall do to be ſaved in that day of diſtreſs: h 
however the blind world may call this im- 
portant buſineſs an anpolite recluſeneſs, an 

unſociable retirement from its treacherous 


pleaſures, and an unprofitable melancholy. 
For 


E 


For is GOD to come to viſit the ſons 
of men? And ſhall man make 79 prepara- 
tion to receive him? Or Mall the trumpet 
(of GOD's voice) be blown in the city, and 
tle peeple not be qfraid? Shall carnal gra- 
tiications throw men into a ſleepy inatten- 
tion to their ſtate, when ſo potent an enemy” 
is at the door of their rebellious hearts ? 
And you have heard the voice of GOD's: 
judgments. You have ſeen. his viſitations 
when he lately aroſe to ſhake terribly tbe 
tartb, and have had an ever-memorable 
experience of his ſalvation in the midſt of 
them, The ſenſe of this cauſed our gra- 
cious SOVEREIGN, out of a great 
concern for your ſpiritual as well as tempo- 
ral well-being, to ſanctiſy a faſt, and to call 
a folemn aſſembly, according to "Joel s direc- 
tion on diſtreſsful occaſions; in which I 
would hope it was this ſenſe led you, almoſt 
one and all, to join, to the great joy 
of the prieſts of the LORD, ho watch for 
your ſouls. And you are here again aſſem- 
bled through the | ſame | heavenly long- 
ſuffering that ſo lately preſerved us, arid I 
wiſh it may be, with the ſame humble heart, 
to hear what GOD declares in theſe days 
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of perplexity concerning you, by us, who 
are at our eternal peril to be his faikfyl 
miniſters, whether you will hear or whe- 
ther you will forbear. And he ſays to every 
one of you, prepare to meet. thy GOD, 
Words that muſt have the greater weight 
with you, when you know the occa/ion on 
which they were ſpoken. And it was this; 
1 GOD had given Iſrael cleanneſs off teeth in ¶ are 
all their cities, and want of bread in all ¶ cun 
their palaces, and yet they had not returned Wl ble. 
to him: He had withholden the ain from 
them, ſo that tua or three cities wandered 
unto. one city to drink water, but were: not 
ſatisſied, and yet they. bad not returned to. 
him, He had ſmote them with blgſtengs. 
and mildew in. their gardens and: vineyards, 
and the pa/mer-worm had devoured: them, 
and yet they had not returned to him. He 
had ſent among them the pgftilence after the 
| manner of Egypt, and their young men. were 
| ſlain with the ſword, and. yet they had not 
returned to him. He had overthrown. ſome. 
of them, as Sodom and Gomorrah, and they. 

had been as a. firebrand plucked: out of the fire, 
| and yet they had not returned to him. Upon 
| which GOD graciouſly put theſe words into ICI 
SH the 


2 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. 
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che mouth of his Prophet, in order to prepare 
them for his terrible judgment of an earth- 
quake, that happened to years after all this 
in the days of Uzziah (ſo long-ſuffering was 
the LORD, notwithſtanding their rebellion) 
and to warn them of the fir/tadvent of GOD, 
when he terribly rent or nature in the perſon 
of cur repreſentative, CHRIST. Andithey 
are recorded for your inſtruction in lie cir- 
cumſtances, after any ſhall: have hardened 
then necks and refuſe. to turn to the LORD, 
notwithſtanding his paſt calls upon you, 
by wars, by peſtilence, by his late ſignal | 
gift of protection from the gverthrows of 
other cities, by ſaving you alſo like a; fre- 
brand: plucked; cut of, the fire, in order to 
make you ready to meet GOD. not only on 
his /econd advent, when he ſhall ale 
teaven; and earth, but in his previous viſita- 
tons with /z&e-earth-ſhaking judgments upon 
6 Na ſnful and ſtubborn people. And upon a 
refleQion on the divine forbearance hitherto 
bewn yau, are you not ſtirred up ſeriouſly 
to walk in the counſel of God, and not after 
„ che devices and deſites of your own hearts?” 


n s well in expectation of the coming of our 
o ORD JESUS CHRIST, to execute his 
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grace whilſt yet you may: that the coming 


1 
vengeance on ungodly men, as in apprehen- 
ſion of his meeting you previouſly with 
this awful and deſolating viſitation of his, 
ſhould you yet ſtand out againſt him? Was 
it not your view in keeping the late faft to 
begin to prepare to meet your GOD ? And 
are not you till diſpoſed ſincerely to carry 
on this great work, that evi may not come 
upon you? to take every man his paſt and 
preſent life into his ſerious conſideration, 
and to fit every one under his fig-tree, i. e. 
under great contrition of heart for his fin, 
and under his vine, i. c. under CHRIST, 
the true vine, gathering his good fruits of 


of the LORD, be it when and in what 
manner it may, may be to your ſalvation, Oh! 
may he, whoſe tender mercies have been ever of 
F old, work in you a pious attention to his n. 
voice, that you may F by the hearing of by YI 
words turn from your evil ways, whilſt his N - 
great compaſſions are with you, and whilſt I g 
I endeavour by his aſſiſtance to ſhew, | *D 


I. The meaning of this ſummons of * 
deſpiſed forbearance, prepare to meet thy the 


GOD. "Il for 


$ TJerem. xxiii, 22. 
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II. The neceſſity there is for every one 
to make bis preparation to meet his GOD 
the end of his /uture life. And, 


III. How you muſt be prepared that 
would not be conſumed by the breath of 
Ii mouth, when you do meet him. 


I. Firſt then I am to ſhew the meaning of 
this ſummons, prepare to meet thy GOD. 


And on the firſt view of it, it is evident 
that meeting [N] imports a man's depart- 
ing from ſome ſtate or circumſtances he 
was fir/t placed in, and alſo the coming 
of anotLer from his dwelling, in order to the 
mecting of this man in ſuch altered ſitua- 
tion. For what can a concourſe or meeting 
of /wo parties in a way mean according to 
our natural notions of it, but the coming of 
each party in the face of the other. ---- Now 
the To parties here mentioned are the glo- 
nous GOD and his creature, man. And 
therefore GOD's being ſaid to meet him 
lgnifies, 1. That men are come into cir- 
cumſtances d:ferent from thoſe they were 


firſt 


— 
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firſt graciouſly placed in ; that they have, 
like Iſfrael,* forſaken the LORD their Gon 
when he led them by the way, and have gone, 
like that backſſiging people, in other ways, 
ter ſome Baalim and idols of their own 
hearts, and are greathy polluted. + 2. It 
_ denotes that the LORD GOD omnipotent 
will alſo come down from the habitation of 
his holineſs and manifeſt himſelf to them, 
revolters as they,are, in this newly-acqui- 
red ſtate of ſin and guilt, in order to meet 
them with recompenſing vengeance, with 
§ the judgment of women that break wedlict, 
with fire like fury, making the mountains 
quake, and the hills melt, and brin ging down 
the proud who are exalted higher than 
the mountains in their own conceits, /ſatah 
ii. 11, &c. For what in the nature of things 
can there be, but war and contrariety be- 
tween light and darkneſs on their meeting ? 
But this coming of GOD to meet man is 
of three kinds. — Firſt, On the manifeſ- 
tation of the LORD in the day of CHRIST, 
when he had a controverſy in this Zion, then 
he had a congreſs and met with our nature 
in the perſon of its repreſentative Saviour : 
J. xxix. 6 and18, xxxiv. 8, pouring out that 

| fury 


Ju ii. 17. f Hir, 23. J Exh, xvi. 38. 


69 
fury of his indignation which is denoted in 
ſcripture by thunder, lightning and earth- 
quakes: he executed his righteous wrath up- 
on the lofty members of the body of fin as 
borne by CHRIST, and cok it more terribly 
than he did the earth on his paſſion, made 
the curſe of the law devour it, made the 
true vine languith, and all irth ceaſe, and 
darkened all joy in it. And this is the meet- 
ing of GOD with our nature, which my text 
particularly pre- adviſes them of, and which 
all our hopes of having our breaches cloſed, 
and of being built up together with CHRIST, 
according to the promiſe after the deſtruc- 
tion of the enmity, are grounded upon. But 
2dly, As GOD was to meet with our na- 
ture in its ſurety, that we might live, fo 
there will be a re-appearance of this 
divine ſurety, this incarnate GOD, in all 
his glory at the laſt day, with the hoſt of 
heaven ſtanding by him---when the battle 
of the great day of GOD ALMICGH- 
TY ſhall be fought } — when men ſhall 
experience the war, this king of glory, migh- 
ty in battle, wageth with the children of 
darkneſs, who have nat pleaded his ſatisfac- 
tion, neither accepted ſalvation by him, but 


C zoalked 
* Iſai. xxiv. 6, 7 and 8. f Amor ix. 11, 15. 
Rev. xvi. 14. 
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walked contrary to him; and when all the 
nations of the earth, both quick and dad. 
ſhall meet him in true and righteous judg. 
ment, and according to his judgment meet 
his love in its ſweetly-transforming commu- 
nications, perfecting accepted grace in glory; 
or the vengeance of the Almighty JUDGE, 
completing their 4eruction from his pre- 
ſence in eternity, which they baſely refuſed 
in time. O] may you and I be found farth. 
ful at that ſolemn day, whenever it ſhall be 
revealed; that we may afcend, delightful 
proſpect ! triumphantly into heaven with 
the victorious JESUS, and /t with him in 
his throne, conquerors over death arid hell. 
My text is a ſummons to you to prepare 
for this meeting alſo, when, after the de- 
ſtruction of the enemies, believers ſhall 
have their bodies rebuiit, and be planted in 
the heavenly inheritance, 


But, zaͤly, GOD is ſaid to come and vit 
men, under words uſed to deſcribe his laff 
coming ;* when, after much long-ſuftering 
and many gracious invitations, he taketh 
vengeance on them, as a nation : and for 
this reaſon, becauſe .they can only be pu- 

| niſbec 


Jai. xiv. 22, p —xxxill. 10, WG, 
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iſhed here as a body, in a manner, like unto 
that wicked individuals will be hereafter 
puniſhed in; ſince it is here only they ſubſiſt 
15 a body or nation: whence GOD ſays, 
Though hand join in hand, the wicked ſhall nof 
go unpuniſhed* --- Shall J not viſit them for 
theſe things ? + Shall not my ſoul be avenged 
(not only on this nation, as if he would 
deal with one nation only in 74:5 manner, 
but) on ſuch a nation as this? implying, that 
he ſhould be avenged on every nation of 
this kind, who, like 1/rael, ſlide back by a 
perpetual backſl 1ding , Who refuſe to return, 
who ſay not what have J done? but turn 
every one to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth to 
the battle ; forſaking the LORD who hath 
done ſuch great things for them; bending 
their tongues for lies, walking in adulteries 
and ſanders ; and though the LORD has 
tried and melted them, wearying themſelves 
to commit iniguity, having their habitation in 
the midſt of deceit, and through decert refuſing 
15 know the LORD. Hence tov in this pro- 
phecy of Amos which we learn from ch. i. 1. 
was written ue years before the earthquake, 
GOD fays, Till viſit the tranſgreſſians of 


* Iſrael upon him” .f--- And the manner in 


D-A which 
Prov. xi. 21. + Fer. ix. 9. 
V. 8, 5, Cc. 9, 4, Ce. + Amos ili. 14. 


„ 
which this viſitation was hen made and 
GOD met them, was by an earthquake ; ſo 
that the phraſe, Prepare lo meet thy GOD, i 
ſaying, not only prepare to meet him, as an 
individual, as pleading the cauſe of his juſ- 
tice in the day of CHRIST, and taking 
vengeance on hy fin in him; or ele, as he 
ſhall be revealed in judgment at the hiſt 
day: but prepare to meet him, calling his 
abuſed creature, nature, to riſe upinvengeance 
under thee to overthrow thee : becauſe he 
will previouſly to this deal out his wrath a- 
gainſt thee, as a nation, who, tho' GOD 
has brought thee from a worſe than Egyptian 
bondage, *and has /ed thee in the wilderneſs of 
this world, yet multiply tranſgreſſions and re- 
member not brotherly love, but caſt off all pi- 
y; who deſpiſe the law of the LORD, and 
walk in lies, which the 1/raelites are char- 
ged with doing, fand ſel! the poor, like Ju- 
das, for a pair of ſboes; who turn afide the 
way of the meek, and hate him that rebuketh 
in the gate; who afflict the juſt, and take 4 
bribe, and flore up violence and robbery, by 
_ traffick like Tyre,|| lying upon beds of ivory, 


inventing to themſelves inſtruments of 


muſick, (and all diverſions) drinking vine 
in 
i. 10. f V. 4. | Exch. xxviii, 18. 
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owls, and anointing themſelves with prime 


n ments ;* but grieving not for the affliftion 
(the true) Joſeph (CHRIST.) And what 
aft add to the terror and confuſion of 


an | 1 Of 
juſ- uch ſinners, careleſs about every thing but 
ing erſevering in their iniquities, the LORD 
he Naays, Prepare to meet thy COD, me who 


is what aggravates thy crime and en- 
wes the puniſhment of the impenitent, 
allied to thee under the ſtrongeſt engage- 
ments; thine by oath, thine by eſpouſal : 
1 4- Ito meet ne +who ſpread my feirt (of grace) 
OD aer thee and covered thy natedneſi (both of 
nian ul and body) — me, who ſware unto thee 
{s of Ward entered into a covenant with thee, and 
re- ¶ dan becameſt mine; to meet me who waſhed 
pi. ¶ ure with water (of regeneration) and anointed 
and N ire with oil; (the union of the Holy One — 
har- ne, who decked thee with ornaments and put a 
fu run upon thy head, making thee perfect thro 
the my comelineſs, and who will therefore give 
heth ce blood in fury and jealouſy, and firip thee 
ke a Wind leave thee naked and bare, — becauſe thou 
by Wie? not remembered the days of thy yourb, 
vory, when, though I ſaw thee polluted in thine 

of W::1 (corrupt) blood, I ſaid, LIVE; — and 
wine becauſe thou haſt fretted me with thy more 


in than 
4 Amos vi. 5 + Exel. xvi. 8, Ee. 
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than ſodomitical abominations.* Thus hay, 
T laid before you the meaning of the ſun. 
mons in my text, You ſee it is a ſummons 
that ſpeaks the long-ſuffering of GOD: 
in giving men till notice and time to pre. 
pare, whilſt it denounceth the judgment 
deſpiſed forbearance upon a people. Ang 
what finner amongſt us, under theſe 3g. 
gravating circumſtances, can but trembl 
at this ſummons of the KING of nations, 1 
this previous ſounding of his trum 
amongſt us, prepare to meet thy GO DM 
fearing to be found, when he ſhall viſit ui 
as a nation, an unmannerly queſtioner of 
the exacteſt juſtice of the FATHER, 
rebellious deſpiſer of the divinity and ſi 
tisfaftion of the SON, an obſtinate refiſter 
of the ſanctifying SPIRIT. But that yo 
all may be duly awakened by this voice 0 
GOD: May He bleſs his powerful wor 
to you, whilſt I proceed to prove 


II. The neceflity there is for your mak 
ing this preparation to meet your GOL 
the end of your future life. 


An 


Exel. xvi. 47. 
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And this will appear from theſe follow- 
g conſiderations, which may you have 

ace to bear always in your memory what- 
Fer you forget to make room for them. 
Firf, it appears neceſſary from its being cer- 
ain, as GOD is truth, everlaſting truth, as all 
ir hopes of ſalvation by CHRIST are 
ue, that GOD, with his indignation upon 
nations *, will come, that the glorioug 
LORD of all the hoſt of heaven, that + 
turneth the ſhadcw of death into the morning, 
Wd maketh the day dark with night, that 
alleth the waters of the ſea, and poureth 
bem out upon the face of the earth, that the 
ORD of GOD, who once, in the form 
Wo! 2 ſervant, ſtooped to the croſs for us fin- 
urg, and whoſe mercy keeps us now alive, 
ll certainly return from the heaven he 
Wicended to, F chthed with a weſture dipt 
in bleed, and with a ſharp feword to ſmite 
le nations, to take vengeance on his ad- 
erſaries, and make his ſervants partakers of 
te joy of their LORD + . For do you be- 
eve the bible or the creed you have this 
day 


0 Jai. xxxiv. 2. t Ano v. 8. 
Kev. xix. 13. Matt. xxv. 31. 
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day twice repeated? Have you any hope 


from its being true of a SAVIOUR', 1M t 
to perfect you in glory? Then you mull 
believe he will come the ſecond timed, that EI . 
will riſe like the Sun in his ſtrength, 5 liv a 
the /;ghtning from the Eaſt, and the 1 i! 
dren of darkneſs flee, like the morning cloud b 
before him, and theſe heavens and thun 
earth be diſſolved, + and men that haye-noff ti 
hold of CHRIST by faith, which wil it 
then be tried indeed, and that have not i 
oil of heavenly love ſhed abroad in theu t: 
hearts, fall into the pit of hell. And this on tc 
would think ſhould be a ſufficient reaſonwhy d 
you ſhould prepare to meet your 600 
*glorious in bolzneſs : that, like flewards dj 
truſted with another's talents,|| you may bail #- 
able to give an account of your ſub/iancyi n 
being laid out, not in uſeleſs rioting uin 
wantonneſs, not in chambering and drunken fo 
neſs, not in luxury and debauchery, but i 
the relief and edification of the poor mem th 
bers of the chriſtian body; and of you f 
time and memory and underſtanding andy n 
defires and tongues and hands being em 2 
played, not in a ſlaviſh ſolicitude abouf bc 


thing 
q Heb. ix. 28. J P/al. Ixviii. 1. Mat. xxiv. 27. 
+ 1/ai. xxxix, 4. Ex. xv, 11. || Matt. xxv. 15. 
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thing s that are temporal, or ahant raiſing 
with * rich that golden idol called @ for- 
tune, to adore and truſt to, much leſs 
about ſetting up of nem gods, like the hear 
theniſh Jupiter to bring ur to our gates, Fa 
but about keeping the faith and the com- 
mandments of JESUS, in every trying ſitua- 
tion, with patience. But, on the contrary, 
it may be again, as it has keen too frequeut- 
ly ſuggeſted by the adulteraus nature of wan 
to perſons void of underſtanding, in order 
to leſſen the force of this argument, that th'g 
day of viſitation, this return of the GYQUJ 
MASTER of the Chriſtian family, is a very 
diſtant event, and that they may take their 
fl of what they /ave till to-morrow and. to- 
morrow ; that the LORD d: layy i bis cams 
ing, and that ſince the final judgment is 
ſo far off, they may ſatleiy ace a little more 
ſeep in fin, a liitle more fluniber. And to 
this J anſwer, Firſt, That the long ſuffering 
of our LORD is ſalvation, and waiteth as 
in the days of Noab, according to St. Peter, 
2 Epil. iii. 9. that men may be ſaved; 
becauſe he 15 not willing that any /howld pe- 

D , 


+ Judges v. 8. 


8 
riſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance 
Secondly, Men's thinking the re-appearance 
of CHRIST | is a very diſtant event is what 
they have no warrant for doing. The 4 
poſtles ? could fay in their time, the nigh 
7s far ſpent, the day is at hand,—yet a littl 
while, and he that ſhall come, will come, ard 
will not tarry. The coming of the LORD 
draweth nigh. The end of all things is a 
hand, &c. And they could urge theſe x 
motives to induce men to walk circumſped. 
fy, and not as perſons that thought 70 account 
ſhould be taken of their backſliding, and ty 
be ſober and to watch unto prayer, with all 
patience, looking for the glorious appeat- 
ance of CHRIST. Indeed we cannot 
but admire both the wiſdom and goodneſ 
of GOD in keeping the preciſe time of hi 
coming a ſecret from us, and declaring it 
to be like that of 4 thief in the night, and 


ſudden as the lightning: for by this means, 


as his coming might be at one time as well 
as at another, ſo it might be urged at one 
time as well as at another, for a reaſon why 
men ſhould immediately repent, and why 
we ſhould be diligent that we may be found 


tf Rom ili. 12. Hebrezvs x. 37. Jams v. 8. 1 Pel. iv. 
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of him, in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. 
But the argument muſt come now with 
greater force upon you, becauſe near ſeventeen 
hundred years are paſt fince theſe things 
were ſaid. And therefore if the night was 
far ſpent then, it muſt needs be very far 
ſpent n9w, and the morning of the reſur- 
rection be a/moſt at our doors; if it was 
then but a little while, it muſt now be 
a very little while before he that ſhall come, 
will come ; if the coming of the LORD grew 
nigh then, it muſt now be very nigh indeed, 
and JESUS CHRIST, our redeeming, our 
ſalvation-giving, and yet, wonder at man's 
baſe ingratitude, deſpiſed GOD, ready to 
come to call us all, whether quick or dead 
before his awful tribunal, to give us accord- 
ing to what we haye done in our body, 
0! that you would believe it ſo, that the 
damnation of the wicked ſlumbereth not; 
and that it will not be long before the 
LORD ſhall ſay to his believing peo- 
ple, ariſe, my fair one, come away. Then 
ſhould we ſeg you ſeriouſly ſet about re- 
moving the accurſed thing, and prepare 
with more aſſiduity and watchfulneſs for 
ſuch an event, than you would to eſcape 

52 from 


5 6269) 

from a houſe ready to be conſumed with 
fie; and be mote ſollicitous for fitting vp 
the fen ie of your minds for the recep- 
tion of this KING of Kings, than yon 
that are loyal ſubjects would your earthy 
houſes and your þb-xdies, for the enter: 
tainment of your gracious SOVEREIGN, 
And which of you would chuſe that he, 
on his condeſcending to vifit you, ſhould 
meet with contempt from you at your 
doots, and find you harbouring rebels 2. 
gainſt his mild and happy government; or 
it you did it, what could you expect, 
but to meet his righteous wengeance? 
How extremely blind then muſt thoſe men 
be, who are content that CHRIST, the 
King of Glory, ſhall find them ſtanding out 
againſt him, and full of rebel wills and in- 
clinations: thoſe, who adorn not the temples of 
wer bodies with Chri/tian virtues for his 
reception. but are guilty of worſe proſti- 
tutions than were practiſed in Yenus's tem- 
ple of old, and thoſe, who conceive his juſtice 
will not overtake the deſpiſers of his di- 
vine government in their hearts. So neceſ- 
ſar\ is it, ſince GOD's wrath will be pour- 
cu upon the nations, in this time of long- 
OY ſuffering 


108) 
uffering. for thee, O man, who haſt a- 
ſed his goodnels, fo prepare to meet 


v 

Ne ks GOD, who will not clear the guilty. * 
you Wut if this firſt couſideration of the certain- 
thy Why of CHRIST's coming to judge the na- 


ons upon earth is not inducement enough 
or ſome of you to return now to GOD, 


This F cond reflection ſhould prevail with 
you to do it, that there are certain things, 
hich the holy ſcriptures ſay, ſhall previouſly 


3 4 

cake place upon the nations of the earth, as 
ect, Mrcrumers of CHRIST's appearance, and 
ice? What they have begun to be eminent- 


y manifeſ in the face of the world. 
For, in the firſt place, we read, that 
e day of CHRIST will not come, ex- 
et there come a falling away firſt, and 
jbut man of fin be revealed, the ſon of per- 
dition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf a- 
de all that is called GOD, whoſe coming ts 
ter the working of Eatan, with all power 
md guns, 2 Theſſ. 2, 3, 4, 9. CHRIST 
bo faith, when the Son of man cometh, ſhall 
e find faith on the earth? making it a 
matter of gre/tron, + And ſure I am, 
from 


: Ex. xxxiv. 7» 7 Luke xviii. 8. 


( 22.) 
from what I have been able to collea 
in the courſe of my obſervations andre 
reading, that as the falling away began in WP" 
the Apoſile's days, ſo is it now become Nou 
very general. That part of Afia, wher e 
Chriſtianity once flouriſhed, and which 
was once * like the garden of the LORD 
watered with flireams from the well of ſal. 
vation, and full of joy and gladneſs, thani|. 
giving, and the voice of melody, is now for 
that accurſed hereſy of denying the coe- 
qual and coeſſential divinity of CHRIST, 
and the HOLY GHOST, over-run with 
Antichriſtian Mabometaniſin, and heaping 
up to itſelf a & fiery indignation, like that 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah. The Indian, 
once viſited with the words of grace, 
which I went into all lands, like the rays 
of the light of the univerſe, are now ſunk, 
for the moſt part, into their former dark- 
neſs and idolatry and abominations. And 
as to the European Churches, are they not 
rent with Romiſh ſuperſtitions, and broke 
down with the axes of ſchiſm? is not out 
own ſet upon by the abſurd and wicked 
doctrine of Arius and Socinus and fa 


nate ei 
l $ Heb. x. 27. ft Rom, x. 1“. 17 


1 8-1 


matic Deiſm? moſt oppoſing, in direct re- 


ugnance to the ſcriptural articles of 
zur holy church, man's imaginary light 
to G0 D's only and pure light, man's 
fallen ſpirit to GOD's ſpirit, man's mo- 
ality to GOD's righteouſneſs, carnal and 


1 zridly life to a new and godly life in us: 
Wh h man chuſing a faith for himſelf, zhat 
| for ran pretending to new revelations and 


ew aſſurances, beſides thoſe of the Scrip- 
ure, and blowing out to the people the 
tf of the viſions of his own heart, and 
is dreams, under a pretence of being ſent 
rom the LORD, like the falſe prophets in 
feremiab's | time, inſtead of feeding them 
ith the pure wheat of the word: ſome a- 
zun enthuſiaſtically refuſing the ordinances, 
chers renouncing the fellowſhip of GOD, 
adoption, thro' baptiſm into CHRIST; 
zry few abiding by the ſcriptural faith, ve- 
ſew receiving the holy, bleſſed and glo- 
ous Trinity, the only and true GOD, and 
HKIST, as manifeſt by the written word 


our 
ckedl faith, to be their alone enlightening pro- 
„„ their alone reconciling prieff, and 


ler alone protecting ing. So repeated by 


many 
Fer. xxui. 28. 
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1 
many is the crime of Korab's company: / 
ſo juſtly may we ſay of men, as it wum 
ſaid of Judab, F according to the number 9 
thy cities are thy gods ; and ſo grown up v 
a monſtrous /tature, is that apoſtate man, 
body of fin in the world, which was in. 
deed brought forth by Satan's wo king in 
the Apo/ile's days, but has been very pain, 
fully nut ſed, and reared ever ſince by men of 


this is plainly a ſcriptural ſign of the ap. 
proach of the day of the LORD, to deſtroy 
him, with the brightneſs of bis coming. But 
further, we have ſome of the other viſiu- 
tions ſpoken of as previous to CHRI>T' 
coming. Not to ſpeak of the p-/iilence : 
mongſt the cattle, which we have been, and 
yet are viſited with, and yet men have nof 
returned to the LORD; not to mentio 
our having had that correcting hand of ou 
heavenly Father, the late wars, when ou 
young men alſo fell by the ſicord, and jeu 
men returned not to the LORD: not te, 
urge the preſent rumours gf wars, which" 
in ſcripture, are offered as 1.ourges for ſuſ be. 
as in David's catc *, and are declared Mf tl 

forerw 

Jer. ii. 28, * 1 Chr, xxi, 11 and 12. 


( 26 ) L 
Luke's Goſpel, chap. xxi. 9. that owl: 
SAVIOUR, ſpeaking not only of the de 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, of ſpiritual Som 
but alſo of the day of judgment, of the 
wicked world's deſtruction, of which tha 
of Jeruſalem, and the overthrow of Sodn 
were types, ſays expreſsly, that as then 
ſhall be wars, and rumours of wars, an 
fearful fights, and great figns from heaven, f 
there ſhall be great earthquakes in divers pl 
ces, and v. 21. on the heart diſtreſs of nating 
with perplexity, the ſeas and the waves ru 
ing, and men's bearis failing them for fun 
for looking for theſe things which are comia 
uon earth. And he bids them, when thek 
things appear, to look up, for their redem} 


tion draweth nigh; and to take heifit 

| ver. 3 5. For as a ſnare ſhall it come on of" 
| them that dwell on the face of the ul 
earth : concluding, watch ye therefore, an” 
| pray always, that ye may be accounted uuf 
| thy to eſcape and to fland before the Son offi"! 
4 Wa 


man. T/aiah too ſays, chap. xxix. 6. 
ſhalt be wifited of the LORD of hoſts wii 
thunder and with earthquakes, with noiſe a 
with florm and tempeſt, Verſe 29. Fear i 
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the pit and the ſnare are upon thee, O imbal 
ts 
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n of the earth—the earth is moved exceed- 
git ſhall reel to and fro like a drunken 
an; then ſhall the ſun and the moon be con- 
\unded, when the LORD ſhall reign before 
ir antients gloriouſly, Whence it is clear, 
hat earthquakes and divers commotions are 
nade to be forerunning ſigns of the 
LORD's coming upon a backſliding people, 
pon ſpiritual Sodom, be it in what city or 
kingdom it may. And of courſe it follows, 
hat we are not to look on earthquakes as 
vents which have 20 connection with us as 
men called to glory, as the people of GOD 
and ſubjects of him to whom belong all the 
MWkiogdoms of the earth. But, whatever may 
e the ſecond cauſes employed, as in earthy 
kingdoms, to produce thoſe carrections, we 
are to conſider them as ſo many wiſe mea- 
res taken by JESUS CHRIST, the UNE 
WVERSAL KING, in the courſe of his go- 
W:ermment of the nations upon earth, in order 
to the accompliſhment of his declaration upon 
ſinful people, and in order to be unto us 
rerunning ſigns of the LORD's coming, 
ind ſo many calls ta us to look for it. For 
how ridiculous is it for men who call them- 
E 2 ſelves 
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ſelves CBriſtians, and profeſs to believe the 
word of GOD, to fay earthquakes, which 
throw down the ſtrong holds of a people 
and pollute kingdom and prince, and in. 
creaſe mourning and lamentation, ſhould 
not be viewed in his licht. For ſince it is 
foretold there ſhould be thoſe deſolations be- 
fore the day of CHRIS'T, Chriſtianc, when 
they do happen, ſhould moſt certainly con- 
fider them as ſo many heralds, proclaiming, 
in their awful manner, the coming of their 
glorious MASTER to be near to us: and 
as fo many rehearſals or preludes of his ſo- 
lemn day of judgment upon rebellious nz 
tions, that are ſtill, like Mael, revolt 
from GOD, though he hath rebuked them 


For the puniſhment of Vn is in ſcripture the 
declared end of every earthquake, I. 
omit the deſtruction of the earth at the 


Hood, and of Sodom being ſaid to be toll 4, 
ſin, we find in Numbers xvi. 29, that the / 
earthquake which happened in the time ol /! 
Moſes, and fwallowed up Korah and hu # 
company, expreſſly called a vi/itation, anal 
brought for a proof that theſe men 2 


prov 


( 29 ). 
the provoked the LORD. So that, as GOD'; 
hich cy ore equal“, all earthquakes are viſta- 
ple, WM tent for fin, all 2w7rnefſes of the commiſſion 
| in-W of CHRIST, the prophet lite unto Moſes, 
could Hence, amongſt the viſitations that were 
it u p:ophecied to come upon the city of David, 
be · ¶ we find an earthquake to be one, thou ſhalt be 
when /e % wit an earthquake: Nor can any 
con- thing be a clearer proof that it is a v//itation 
ng, Wl for tronſgreſion, than what G O D ſays by 
their mos in this prophecy written before the 
and earthquake, iii. 2. J will viſit upon you for 
s f ol your ini guities. Verſe 14. In the day that 
; nail 7 will viſit the tranſgreſſions of Iſrael upon 
den him. Verſe 15. 1 will alſo viſit the altars 
of Bethel, and I will ſmite the winter-houſe 
with the ſummer-houſe, and the houſes of 
tory ſhall all periſh, and the great houſes ſhall 
have an end. iv. verſe 11. Ye have not 
returned unto me. 12. Therefore thus will I 
dh unto thee, and becauſe I will do this unto 
thee, prepare to meet thy GOD. ＋ Shall not 
the land tremble for this? Ves. 5 Bebold, 
the eyes of the LORD are upon the finful 
„ andy ir gdem, and I twill defrey it from off the | 
1 holly face of the earth. Here the nature of 
v0 the 


Exel. xviii. 29. Þ If. Mix. 5. f c. viii. 8. 5 ix. 8. 
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the viſitation is declared and the end of it (aid 
to be for their iniquities and tranſgreſſions, not. 
withſtanding ſo many fatherly ſcourges, pre. 
viouſly ſent to make them return to GOD, 
And that this viſitation is by much the 
heavieſt, and therefore only inflited upon 
a people when they are, like 1/-ael in th 

mountains of Samaria, in the heights of fin, 

is plain from the whole context. So again MW 
in Micab, c. 1, who wrote before the earth. 
quake, GOD ſays, Hear, all ye prople, Mi+ 
the LORD cometh forth out of his place, 


end will tread upon the high places of the 
earth, and the mountains ſhall be molten ! 
under him, and the valleys ſhall be cleft, M t 
FOR the tranſgreſfſion of Jacob is all THIS, t 
and FOR the fins of the houſe of Iſrael. And ll / 
it is very obſervable, that in mo/t of, if not in z 
all the places where GOD is ſaid to ma- t! 
nifeſt himſelf, the trembling and guaking of 
the earth before him are mentioned, as in 
Deuteronomy xiv. 15, 2. Samuel xxii. 8. 
| Pſalm xviii. 7. Ix. 2. Ixxvi. 8. cxiv. 7. 
Tremble, thou earth, at the preſence of ile 
| 4 LORD, as well to demonſtrate his 
| j ſuperiority over the idolized creature, as to 
1 
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, not- Ne men 2 vibe proof of his riſing to 
pre- ſudg ment. 


30D, | 
| th} Whence we find it declared, that in 


upon ¶ conſequence of his cauſing judgment to be 
in te t-ard from heaven, the earth feared, Pſ. Ixxvi. 
g. the earth trembled, Ixxvli. 16. and that it 
is of his wrath the earth ſhall tremble, Jere- 
miah x. 10. as it is prophecied at the laſt 
day to guake before GOD's hoſt, Joel ii. 10. 
Upon the whole then it is clear, that earth- 
quakes are /igna/ viſitations of GOD upon a 
finfol world, and the effects of his ing 
to judgment upon nations, conſidered collee- 
tively as a people: and that becauſe they are 
faretaſtes of wrath, they are made, with the 
ereateſt propriety, forerunners or preludes of 
the great day of his ſolemn and irreverſible 
judgment upon the earth and its rebellious 
inhabitants at his appearing. And ſhall 
we join the impenitent ſcoffer who ſays, 
Where is the day of his coming ? Evil ſhall 
rot overtake us, though the decree of heaven 
ſtands on record, the ſinful kingdom I vill 
dejircy? GOD forbid. For has not GOD 
in his wrath made the earth to tremble ? 


Have 


= Mw. 
Have there not been, at various times, fy 
theſe laſt three months, earthquakes, ang 
great ones too; and this not only in gy 
place, but in divers places, according to our 
SAVIOUR's prediction: in Portugal and 
Spain, in France and Holland, in German 
and Italy, and Africa, nay felt, as to ſome 
diſtant effects of them, in this realm. In the 
firſt place particularly, how bath the LORD 
covered the people with his anger, and 
thrown down their ſtrong holus, as once 
he did thoſe of Jacob,“ devouring their 
thouſands, as a lian devours his prey; de- 
ſolating the abodes of nations, flaying all! 
that was pleaſant to the eye, and bring-(Wh; 
Ing diſtreſs, ' greater than that of a woman 
in travail, upon princes, huſbands, wives 
fathers, children, brethren, friends. How duth 
the city fit ſolitary, as once Jeruſalem did. 
that was full of people! How ts ſhe be-. 
come as a widow, ſhe that was great amoi o 
the nations — full of horror and confuſion- H 
her pries ſighing, her virgins afflicted ; het fu. 
mighty men trodden under foot, her young Wor 
men cruſhed ; her palaces and walls Ianguiſ- eu 
ing together, her king and her princes catch 
out, 


® Lament. ij. 2. 1 & . 


4 
, forfMout, her e/ders fitting in aſtoniſhment upon 
ani e ground, keeping ſilence, the cia en and 
in c xlings fainting for hunger, and they hat 
to our fred delicate ly, defelate, they that were 
raught up in ſcarlet embracing dunghills, or- 
hans and widows ; and their riches, and their 
wrchondiſe and their mariners falling into the 
6ſt of the ſea, and, like Tyre, caſt to the 
ORD ound. + Yeu may have read the melan- 
| anlWholy accounts, and whoſe eyes can refrain 
once ears, whoſe /gwwels not be troubled for Heir 
ther eſtruction? make it your caſe, and con- 
de- Meire this land now 7rembling under you, 
1g al he houſes falling and meeting in our ſtreets, 
ring · pon thoſe that had fled out of them, and 
omanMWavolving them in their ruins to be craſced 
wives, er //arved to death; and ſay, how would 
w doth our heart be turned within you thus hedg- 
did, fd round with the terrors of the LORD? 
e be! what would rebellious finners have given 
mango, filled with bitterneſs as they were, to 
10n—Wcape ? all their palaces and all their ſuper» 
; her fies, wherein they had vaunted themſelves, 
young or their life, for a day, for an bour, nay, for a 
guiſi· New minutes, to prepare to meet their GOD: 
s cal:Wihen it was impoſſible they ſhould have 


out, F another 
Exel. xxviii. 17. 
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Fully dry, to be thus ſwept away 7 th 


1 

another moment, would they have gixen 
all the riches of all the world for it. For in 
what terrible circumſtances muſt many 
have been found? ſome in the executiq 
of adulterous purpoſes, others in drunken. 
neſs; ſome in malice, others with deceilii 
and falſehood ; ſome with horrid blaſphe. . 
mies and execrations in their mouths, other} 


in covetous amaſsments of wealth; ſome WM 


m dſt a wilful delay of repentance until: 
a uorro they lived not to ſee, others in u 
idolatious ſervice to ſaints; ſome with ſcheme 
of pleaſure or intereſt in their heads, 
thers with falſe confidences in their heart 
O alarming conſideration to us, whoſt 
land feit but the diſtant effects of the 
ſhock, for men to be thus cut off, while 
they ſhould be folden together Þ+ as thin 
in iniquity, to be thus devoured as ſtub 


bejom of deſtruction 1. For as theſe thing 
are predicted to happen as preludes to thi 
general judgment, ſo when they do ha 
pen, we ſhould receive them for evident 
of its certain approach, tho' we know not th 


day and hour ; and ſhould be alarmed imme 
diate 


+ Nah. i. 10. t V xiv. 23. 
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lately to repent, and turning in truth to 
given ay with Iſrael ; Behold ue come unto thee: 
For u, thou art the LORD our GOD. And, 
manyMcond/y, as the LORD has given us a proof 
cutio of his viſiting a ſinful people, as he did / 
inken- /a of old with an earthquake for tbeir 
decei i ranſgreſions, and has declared in this pro- 
aſphe-Mphecy, bis eyes are againſt a finful kingdom, 
 otberMlbe it found where it may, thus 70 deſtroy it; 
ſome ve ſhould be ſtirred up to take a view of 
uni our o ſtate, leſt a hie judgment ſhould 
5 in u befal us. For think you the inh bitants 
cheme of theſe places, to which the deſolation 
ds, „bas happened, ſuners above all the reſt of 
heart le earth? Nay. For did they follow a ſup- 
wholeWpoſcd intaliible Pope without, many in this 
of the land ſet up as infallible a Pope within them, 
while cated in the chair of their own conceits. 
thorn Did they worſhip images of their own 
abülſt hands? many of this nation, tho' I wiſh 
ith none of you may be of the number, wor- 
thingWihip the images of their own creative 
to the brains, in oppolition to the GOD of Chri/- 
% hap ans, to the HOLY and UNDIVIDED 
11dence©TRINITY. Were they ſcoffers or blaſ- 
not th beners of GOD's word? ſo have we a- 
imme F 2 mongſt 
Giatel 


6.36) 
mongſt us, and what they, I preſume 
did not allow, public traducers of our mf 
holy faith, public hunters down like Mu. 
rod, with the babling pack of Arius, Soc. 
nus, and Sabellius, the PERSONS in the 
GODHEAD. Were they [vers of plu. 
ſure more than of GOD ? The prefent igt 
taſte men have for diverſſens, (as they ar 
too truly called) turning them from looking 
to GOD, and from examining themſelye, 
and their indiſerence about communion with 
GOD, in his houſe of prayer or in thei 
cloſets, are ſufficient proofs the inhabiM 
tants of Liſbon were far from ſtanding 
Angie in this reſpect. Were there among 
them the covetous, the unclean, deſpiſen 
of the ſabbath and of their parents; men wit! 
«Je balances and meaſures in their hands 
who liked religion, juft eas much as it ſuit 
their comventency and intei fered not wit 
their intereſts ind pleaſures, never ſacrificing 
any of theſe darlin gs to it? And is our lan 
free from them ? nay, was there hardly 
ſin practiſed by them, that is not commitel 
in this realm with a greater degree of gull 


becauſe committed in the face of that guſt 
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16980 
light, which the Romi/b prieſts induſtriouſly 
deprive the laity of. Our kingdom then is al- 
ſo a ſinful kingdom ; the lives of too many 
of its members prove it o be ſo: and the 
Reyal proclamation and the prayers of the 
hte faſt day were grounded upon its being 
afually ſo. And can fuch a nation eſcape 
vilitation any more than others? or is it im- 


#:/ible it ſhould be deſtroyed ? Paſs ye to 


(Calneb, to the Mede and the Perfian, to the 
Grecian and Roman empires and fee, and go 
down to Spain and Barbary; are our borders 
larger than theirs? (as GOD once reaſoned 
with I/rae!/) No. So that J am bold to ſay. 
in the LORD's name, Except ye repent, 


ye ſhall all li tewiſe periſh; the proudeſt, 
the wealthieſt, the ſecureſt amongſt you. 
You, as a nation, ſhall all meet your GOD, 
as ſure as there is a GOD in heaven, your 
juſt, your daily-provoked GOD, whom men 
ſo generally leave, for to go a boring after 
money and pleaſure. How ſtrongly then 
muſt the neceſſity of your turning to GOD 
in your future life appea 
lnners, GOD follows you with (Jer. iii. 13.) 
a pardon, if you do but turn, offered with this 


r? And, revolting 


kind 


1 


kind remonſtrance, why will ye die? * 
Perhaps you may aſk why the evil day is not 
now revealed upon you, if we are this 
ſinful kingdom? and I muſt anſwer it is for 
the ſame wiſe reaſon, that all in a time of re. 
bellion are not made examples of in a 
vernment, but ſome few. And if the ple. 
ces deſolated by the earthquake are ſet forth 
for an example of GOD's viſiting ſtubborn 
people, that, as it is emphatically expreſſed, 
bold faſt deceit, and refuſe to return, & rather 
than our land, how ſhould you now, inſtead 
of urging this as a reaſon why you need not 
fear, down on your knees, and with hearts 
* equally proſtrate, praiſe and adore that long- 
16 ſuffering mercy of CHRIST, the King « 
nations, who has kept the rod of his wrath 
from us his unworthy people ; who, whilſt 
he has overthrown ſome cities, as he did in 
Tfrael's day, has ſaved you alſo like a fre- 
brand plucked out of the fire? And hoy 
ſhould you prepare to meet him in his ordi- 
nances of grace and love, to be thoſe znſtru- 
ments of praiſe, that when he comes he 
may find you magnifying him, and prefer- 
ring fellowſhip. with him and his life * 
a 
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{ll things. For as it is certain a conſumftion 
i determined upon the whole earth, ſo it 
may be that there is not much time to come 
before this nation may be viſited ; and if 
after all this ſpace for repentance, and conſe- 
quently amidſt the means of repentance, 
thou returneſt not to GOD, with Iſrael, 
faying, © We have tranſgreſſed, and have 
« rebelled”, turn us, O LORD, and ſo ſhall 
we be turned ; prepare to meet thy GOD in all 
the wrath of deſpiſed, and therefore of in- 
cenſed /ove, if not in previous judgments, 
moſt certainly at the /a/ff day. And in ſuch 
diſtreſsful circumſtances what will the impe- 
nitent unbeliever do, when every i/land 
ſhall flee away, and the mountains not be 
fund? How will he with he had prepared 
for the day of this ſolemn meeting? And 
every hour that is ſounded brings you nearer 
and nearer to this day. Shall that hour then, 
which GOD gives you in his great compaſ- 
hon to repent in, be extravagantly ſpent in 
the pampering of the fleſh, in going after 
the 7do/ creature, and in fnuffing up, like 
wild aſſes in the wilderneſs, the ſpirit of 


this world ? For which of you would chuſe 


to 


( 49 ) 
to be taken off with hands full of oppreſſion, 
with eyes full of luſt, with hearts (et upon 
vanity, with members in a daring inſurrec- 
tion againſt GOD? And yet we may be 
taken off to-night. For we have not only 
the ſeeds of death witlin, but there are the 
judgments of GOD without, to deſtroy mul. 
titudes of rebellious ſinners in a moment, 
And rebellion againſt GOD found in vs, in 
the poſſeſſion of ſo many bleſſings, ſpiritual 

and temporal, under ſuch a happily conſti. 
tuted charch and government, muſt as much 
exceed that of other people, as we exceed 
them in the advantages of our fituation, 
Upon the whole then, I hope theſe confide- 
rations will be admitted as ſufficient proofs 
of the neceſſity there is for you to make 
this preparation to meet your GOD the end 
of your future life, whilſt GOD lovingly ſays, 
return, O backſhding children, and I will heal 
your backſlidings.* And are you, whom he 
has lately plucked out of the fire, preparcd to 
meet your GOD? GOD knoweth thy heart, 
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* JV. iii. I 4, 


O man! and may we all anſwer this quel-W 
tion as before GOD. If we do, how few 


can ſay I am prepared to meet my GOD, 
when 


& 2» ne” 
hen he ſhall viſit with ſickneſs or with 


ſon, death, much leſs ſhould he to-morrow ſmite 
upon WF... houſes, and make our land tremble in 
rec 


his wrath. I ſhall endeavour therefore to 
ſhew you, and may the divine SPIRIT 
anctify you to apprehend 


III. How and with what you muſt be pre- 
red, that would not be eternally conſu- 
ned by the breath of his mouth. 


And though it does detain us ſomewhat 
onger than common, yet fince you on 
ie faſt day expreſt ſo great a deſire to 
jar G O D's word, I hope your defires 
et not with that day's ſun. For they, 
it now think time long to hear G O D's 
yord, by his miniſters, in mercy, will be 
he firſt in a day of viſitation and judg- 
nent to condemn themſelves for giving that 
jour to their luſt or their pleaſure, to 
play or their belly, that might have 
red to Wred them, if improved, from eternal pu- 
zeart, Wiſhment in hell. In order to this then, 
quel- Were muſt be a humiliation, faſt and ab. 
feu Winence in you, for the loweft foundation 


00, the fronge/f. And perhaps ſome of you 
when G will 
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64 
will think you are prepared, becauſe ya 
have outwardly bowed for a day, and fat. 
ed hardly a day from meat. But would 
thou prepare to meet thy GOD? Conſide 
he is fo holy a GOD, that he is glriay 
in holineſs ; conſider fin is an abomination u 
him, and that he will not clear the impe- 
nitent guilty, but will puniſh the unbelier. 
ing and ungodly, and caſt them into outs 
_ darkneſs: and, therefore, that the 
Faſt, which the outward faſt is to An- 
and lead thee to, is to faſt from your fin 
Is a man then a Deiſt, a deſpiſer of ti 
true GOD, the bleſſed TRINITY ? Fa | 
him to prepare to meet GOD, is to hum 
ble himſelf, not only in body, but in ſa 
in confuſion of face for his unbelief, al 
to ſeek this GOD in JESUS CHRIST, t 
be merciful to his fin, to receive a retum 
ing penitent rebel, pleading his reconcilug 
tion by his death on the croſs in his ftead 
For what muſt be the conſequence to 
unpardoned rebel, that would not have it 
LORD rule over his heart and affections. 
Slay theſe men is the LORD's command i, 
the exccutioners of his wrath, So that 


? 


(i 44 ) 


1 from this /þ:r:#zal rebellion. Art thou 
ſetter up of a pretended natural light of 


; henceforth to acknowledge thine own 
o og ness, thine own original and natural 
ncleanneſs and weakneſs, and in all 
hankſgiving for his late preſetving love, 
> turn to CHRIS T, who thus like 
js ſpouſe has attired thee with grace, re- 
ering him by faith, as manifeſt in his 
ord, for thy wiſdom and for thy in- 
rceſſor, for thy righteouſneſs and for 
by fanRification, for thy redempti- 
Wh" and thy glory. Thus, but only thus, 
at thou with confidence meet him in 

nercy to be thy GOD' and SAVIOUR. 
Wor thy works ſhall not cover thy paſt 
W's, nor is it thy Sodrly faſt that can turn 
Wy wrath. Without CHRIST's gar- 
nent of ſalvation thou wilt be found 
ed. Whence it comes to paſs that op- 
Wolition to CHRIST to inſtruct man as a 
G 2 pro- 


zn has that man fa/ted, that has not faſt-' 


nine own, what thou calleſt righteouſneſs, | 


f thy own prayer or mediation as an 
onement ? To prepare to meet thy GOD, 
d keep a faſt to the LORD in thy * 


— . FN— 
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( 44 ) 
prophet, to juſtify him as a prizft, and as; 
king to protect him is the moſt horrid d 
all fins. For there is but one baptiſm, by 
one ſacrifice for fin, and if men reje th 
already offered ſacrifice, then wrath will be 
their portion, becauſe their / remainet, 
which is an abomination to G ON 
and which cannot enter heaven, the hah. 
tation of holineſs. And let me freely expo 
tulate with you. Have you ſince the fil 
left one ſin? or was it indeed your purpoſe 
in keeping it to pray againſt your fin, thy 
you might leave it? or did not many com 
to church then to hear what would be ai 
on the occaſion, who will never faſt per 
haps, nor think of repentance, till the nen 
proclamation, and till another judgment 
ſhall alarm them? It was a pleaſing fight 
to behold men aſſembled before the LORD 
as of old, (though it could not be don 
then, but at the hazard of their hw 
which, GOD be thanked, is not our cal: 
and I wiſh I could ſay their fincerity w. 
equal to their number. But, alas! 1 nes 
hardly to obſerve, how ſoon our peop 
fall off. Your eyes will ſupply you wit 


proof that men have abated of their zealo 
| atten 


— Se n hm 


Ga 


attendance on divine worſhip, the public 


rid d prayers at church are as little regarded, I 
n, hope I may not add, in men's families and 
ct thillf® cloſets. But is a man fill covetous ? is he 
vill be // a ſabbath- breaker, a thief, a ſlanderer, 


an adulterer, or unjuſt perſon ? Does he 
ſtill plow wwickeaneſs and reap iniquity for to 
make himſelf rich by deceit ; he has kept 
m faſt to the LORD, nor is he prepared 
to meet his GOD. This is to faſt /rom theſe 
ſins, and to circumciſe the heart to the 
LORD; it is to abominate their fins in hum- 
ble ſorrow of heart, and to renounce them 
all, croſs it as it may our deſires, our inte- 
reſt or our pleaſure; it is to acknowledge 
the long- ſuffering, the tender mercies and 
loving-kindnefſes of the LORD, who till 
accepts and intreats us to waſh from our 
wickedneſs and vain thoughts, apprehend- 
ing by faith, JESUS CHRIST, the foun- 
ir Lua ain opened for uncleanneſs to our purifi- 
ur caſeſſi cation from them, and the covering of his 
ity wii irit, that we may thus faſt and ab/tain from 
1 nee /u/?s, which war againſt the ſoul, and 
peopſſi may not add fin to in. For we are, thank 
u wilCOD, yet alive in a day of grace. He 
zealouyct ſays to you, Return; and I will not cauſe 
atten mine 


( 46 ) 
mine anger to fall upon you ; and let it not 
be ſaid of you, as it was of ae; Thy 
haſt flricken them, but they have not grieve, 
thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſi 
fo receive correction, and they bave mats 
their faces harder than a roch; they have . 
fuſed to return, But when the LORD 
has wrought with us, as of old time with 
Iſrael, for his name's ſake, and his eye lu 
ſpared us from deſtroying us, harden no 
your hearts like Pbaraob. When will 
ſee the ſtrugglings of divine love towards 
us, as towards Ephraim, whom GOD tut 
by the arms, though they knew not thi 
he healed them ; * how ſhall I give thee ul 
how ſhall T deliver thee ? turn thou to JESUS, 
thy GOD, befides whom there is m 
SAVIOUR, + and while his judgments « 
in the world, kiſs the SON, and learn (hinlif 
the true) righteouſneſs. Believe your redeny 
tion by his death into which: you were bap 
tized. Truſt to the interceſſion of you 
royal ADVOCATE, in the glorious tem 
ple of his body, ſaying in behalf of fin 
ners, like Solomon, the good LORD parat 
every one; and your iniquity ſhall not 
your ruin. But as you muſt thus put ot 

you 


* Hof. xi. 3 and 8. + Xili. 4A 


(47 ) 

our fins in CHRIST, ſo muſt you put on 
de new man, and live unto righteouſneſs, re- 
nembring that CHRIST died that you 
ight live, not unto thoſe luſts, which met 
o terrible a puniſhment in his perſon on 
he croſs, but unto him that died for you 
nd that GOD juſtifies for this very end 
at he may ſan#ify. And may you ſeek 
rough the faith of your juſtification by 
HRIST to be ſanctiſied, that you may 
eceive the inheritance amongſt them that 
ve ſanctiſied by faith that is in him.“ You 
uſt do this that would meet GOD thro 
HRIST in mercy unto glory; you muſt 
letermine to deny yourſelves not one day 
ply, but daily, t to faſt from the indulgence 
ff luſts, and give up all you have for this 
rr / of great price, for the Kingdom of 
OD, that poſſeſſed of this in your hearts, 
you may be renewed in your minds to ma- 
teſt, not a carnal life, not a life you live, 
Nit 2 % of faith, the life of CHRIST 
wing in you, and ſo his life t in your fleſh. 
)! that you may experimentally know and 
oy this Ve of the faithful, while yet it 
day. And to this end may we all not 
ay be alarmed for a moment or a day 

or 
Ad xxvi. 18. + Luke ix. 23. 1 2 Cor. iv. 11: 
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or a week, like Mrael, ſtill frning yet my 
againſt GOD. But now that he has given 
a /ight to guide us, and ſmote the true ret 
CHRIST, for us, let us, believing % 
GOD and truſting in his ſalvation, plex 
CHRIST's death for us, and ſeek, becauſe 
we all want his SPIRIT to order our 3. 
ing, that we may by him be ſet at liber. 
ty to run the way of his commandment, 
For what but the armour of GOD, made 
ours, can avail us in the evil day or cover 
us in the day of battle? What but his de- 
pendence on our intereſt in CHRIST, and 
this evidence of our being partakers of hi 
SPIRIT of love here can ſupport any rea- N. 
ſonable hope of falvation in the day of 

trouble? For though men may and dof” ha 
think little of faith and of the power and 
comfort of faith, ſay, what would you 
give for this hold of CHRIST by faith 
were you Yo-morrow to be viſited with 
thunder and earthquake and ftorm, and this 
iſland to fink under you? what, to be able, 
truth, to cry out with David, G00 u 


« our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent he 
« help in trouble, (within and without.) * ©} 


Therefore will not we fear, though - — 
| « cart 


(2 25 

earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midſt of 
the ſea”? And may you, convinced 
GOD's mighty power over the earth, 
| attend to the word of faith, with me- 


e Se has | | 

tation upon its ineſtimable contents and 
her. With prayer for them, (for without this, 
om; owever ſome deceivers ſay, you never can 


r will obtain a right belief,) that this Chri/- 


12de 

derlei reliance may dwell and ever grow in 
de. our hearts. | 
re For think you one day's humility - of 
* 2 and bowing down the head as a 
rush is the faſt the LORD has choſen ? 
a Have you thought on the ſtrength and 


merit of this you could run a new ſcore 
of fin, till another judgment knocks at the 
oor of our hearts, and think another day's 
faſt from meat will atone for it? If 
any of you had this curſed thought, that 
it was enough to humble yourſelf a day; 
and were not reſolved to abide in the ſame 
humiliation of ſoul before GOD ; but; on 
) the contrary, were determined to take a new 
el wund of vice through all the ſtages of fin, 
which the devil ſets up, in routs and 
drums and plays, &c. the very bane 
of Chriſtianity ; let me tell you your faſt has 

H been 


({ $9.) 

been the faf? of hypocrites, a faſt you ough{ſnot 1 
to repent of having kept, as not being tl 
faſt the LORD has choſen. For is nc 
this the faſt ? to /ooſe the bands of Wickedneſ 
e to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
«« oppreſled go free, and to break every yoke 
eto deal thy bread to the hungry, and ſatis 
* the afflicted ſoul. And have you made 
reſolutions of this kind ? have you enteret 
upon no new courſe of life? is there 10 alte 
ration in you? are your hands yet defile 
with iniquity ? is waſting and deſtruction ye 
in your paths, and has truth 20 weight ye 
with you? are you not returned to GOD 
If you are not returned in fincerity an 
truth; if your foul is not drawn out to th 
hungry; if you have not undone heay 
burdens, nor at all reformed your life, yo 
have not kept GOD's preſcribed 
neither obeyed the roya/ command, b 
have aggravated your ſin, by returning lik 
a dog to his vomit: as if it could poſſibl 
be for the committing of the abomination 
of the heathen, and for aught but repe 
tance, that GOD has ſaved you like a fr 
brand, as he did T/rael+. So that ſuch ſhoul. 


remember, tho the royal commandment 
1 


+ 2 wii 5. 
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ot now in force, yet the proclamation of 
he KING of Kings is, prepare to meet thy 
00 D, ſanctiſy a faſt from thoſe ſins, becauſe 
oe which cometh the wrath of GOD on the 
hildren of diſobedience, and giving glory to 
GOD they ſhould repent: Magiſtrates, of 
the too notorious negle& of the execution 
of the laws, pariſh-officers of overlooking 
em, who dare, to the great offence of 
| (hriſtians, ſell their wares in our ſtreets, or 
Merry on their buſineſs in their ſhops on the 
 Whbath ; maſters and ſervants, of neglect of 
* Wknily-praycr, of rioting and doing their 
pleaſure on the ſabbath : in ſhort, all of 
w of idolatry and covetouſneſs, of adultery 
nd perjury, of profane ſwearing and lying, 
nd we ſhould behave ourſelves with an 
pltemiouſneſs and humility of heart, like 
io that bodily one, you ſhewed on the 
kit day, for with ſuch a heart we ſhalj 
tain a bleſſing“. Hear then GOD, whilſt 
e ſays, Be inſtrufted, leſt my ſoul depart 
um thee. Otherwiſe if you do, like T/rael, 
from GOD, and turn aſide, like Ephraim, 
this day of ſpiritual battle; if you 
ill forget the LORD's redemption, and his 
ging you from ſpiritual Egypt, and all 
Wleadings, and all his mercy, and ſtill mul- 


J y tranſgreſſions, prepare to mect thy GOD, 
| H 2 puniſh- 


o Joel. 


652) 
-puniſhing thy revolt from him with defy 
lating earthquakes, For as the earth yet 
trembles in many places, ſo ſhall it for fin 
be thy portion: This ſhall be thy Int, th 
portion of thy meaſures from the LORD, 
becauſe thou haſjt forgotten thy 60D. 


But I would hope better things of you, 
As CHRIST has interceeded that our tree 
ſhould not be cut down, tho' we have cum 
bered the ground with a weight of fin ; and 


as he has dug graciouſly about us by the late 


viſitations, as men about trees, to make the 
world fit looſe abcut us, I would hope, that 
you will bring forth fruit of obedience unde 
ſuch a ſeaſon of divine mercy. And a 
GOD has been marvellouſly long-ſuffering 
to us all, and calls ſinners in the face of it 
to prepare to meet their GOD, viſiting no 
only ſins upon men as individuals at the la 
day, but previouſly judging a ſinful kingdo 
to deſtroy it from the earth, I heartily pra 
you to ſeck the LORD, that you ma) 
keep a Chri/tian faſt from ſin, and have I 
in grace, and glory. For the ſame reaſot 
holds why you ſhould humble yourſelve 


every day, that was accepted for ſuch ot 
th 
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the faſt day, GOD's mercies being new every 


q morning. And he ſtill ſays to you, as to. ſruel, 
an +, Seek he me, and ye ſhall live; thou haſt de- 


d thyſelf, but in me is thy help. However I 
E A FR acquainted you with 
G O D's ſummons. I have ſhewed you 
the neceſſity of your making the prepara- 
„bon to meet your GOD the buſineſs of 
| your future life, and that preparation of 
the goſpel you muſt have to be ſaved: ſo 
that if any of you now refuſe to return, 
bor blood will be upon your own heads. 
MW But is there one that would /eep in fin a 
lade longer, whom all the conſiderations 
of the welfare of his ſoul, and therefore 
af that of this kingdom and our poſterity 
anot move? Behold thyſelf ſhamed by a 
Ni. For go to the ant, thou fluggard, con- 
lr ler ways : wiſely, like her, gather thy 
ud in this time of the harveſt of grace, that 
you may never. have occaſion to make this 


a velancholy reflection, this harveft is paſt, 
is immer of heavenly love & ended, and 


WM: + 
ere not ſaved. | 


" And may the LORD, from whom 
I meth the preparations of the heart, give 
1 Ol 


all to be poſſeſſed of the preparation of 
the 


„„ Jer. viii. 20. 
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the goſpel of peace, of CHRIS T's righte. 
ouſneſs'and ſpirit by faith, and- of te life 
of. the SPIRIT in us, that when he ſhal 
viſit; - we, the firebrand- ſaved out of the firs 
may not be of the number that cry in vain 
to the hills and mountains to cover them 
from the - wrath of the LAMB, but thx 
we may be of that bleſſed multitude, who, 
returning to the LORD, calling us by hi 
repeated | mercy, patiently look for JESU) 
with faith, who ſay with the SPIRIT, 
come quickly, to deliver' them from the bon. 
dage of corruption, the beſt travail under, 
and who therefore will be glad of hi 
coming, depending, though the earth ſhake 
and though the mountains be carried into the 
midſt of the ſea,upon the perfectin g falvation 
of GOD, through the atoning merits of I- 
SUS CHRIST, the King of nations; to 
whom, with the Reconciled FATHER, and 
Sanctiſying SPIRH, three coequal PER- 
SONS in one  Undivided GODHEAD, 
be the life he has redeemed and ſo lach 
and hourly ſaved, dedicated now, hencefortl 
and for ever. Amen. 
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